


ee cae SSS ss — a — —— -—— sas - = eee 
ort i cermmmatet vee pene PO Oe oa TOTS IN Orn ~ ras or 
7 ’ 








The Role of Krishnagiri District in India’s 
Freedom Struggle — A Study 


K. Murugan’ and P. Basith Assarani”” 


Krishnagiri district was created as the 30" district 
of Tamil Nadu on 9% February 2004 with five taluks 
andten blockss and it is situated in the western part of 
Tamil Nadu. Krishnagiri town is an administrative 
headquarters of this district, which is located at the 
foothills of Syed Basha Hills. Eastern part of the district 
experiences hot climate and western part has a different 
cold climate. Krishnagiri district was a part of ancient 
Thagadur Nadu, Kongu Nadu, Niharili Cholamandalam, 
Nolambapadi, Bara Mahal, modem Salem and 
Dharmapuri regions. People from Kashmir, 
Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh were 
settled in this district. Prominent linguistic groups like 
Tamil, Urdu, Telugu, Kannada and the major religions 
like Hinduism, Islam and Christianity were made this 
district as a cultural confluence of India with communal 
harmony. The generally accepted view about the name 
Krishnagiri is that ‘Krishna’ refers to ‘black’ and ‘girl’ 
refers to ‘hill’, withthe combination of these two words 
and this district is also surrounded by hillocks, it js 
called as Krishnagiri. Many freedom fighters of this 
district were played an active role in the national 
movement. 


Through this paper an attempt to track and trace 
the freedom fighters of Krishnagiri district and record 
their valuable contribution in the annals of the history of 
freedom fighters of Tamil Nadu. The freedom fj ghters 
of Krishnagiri district ‘took part from 18" century 
onwards. The revolt of the Polygars like Veera Pandiya 
Kattabomman in 1799A_D, the South Indian rebellion of 
Marudu Pandyas in 1800A.D and the Vellore Mutiny of 
1806A.D were some of the giant waves in the flow of 
the history of our freedom Struggle in Tamil Nadu. 
Those incidents changed the mind-sets of the vast public 
masses of Tamil Nadu from Slavery to freedom thirst 
and also motivated them to actively participated 
themselves in the freedom struggle. In the Annals of the 


history of our freedom struggle, the peoples of 


Krishnagiri played an essential and prominent role. 


Krishnagiri district recorded his first protest 
against the British atrocities in the form of revolt during 
the later period of 18" century, simultaneously with the 
Polygars revolution of the southern part of Tamil Nadu. 
The masses of the farmers of Paramathi and Perundurai 
villages in the Krishnagiri district were a revolt against 
the British Government for collection of excessive tax 
and their oppressive policy in the year 1799A _D. 
Prominent among them were Bodda Muhammad, 
Muhammad Qasim and Amanullah Khan of Hosur. The 
revolt was suppressed and resulted with the hanging 
punishment for Muhammad Qasim by the British, but 
before the punishment Was executed, Muhammad 
Qasim slit his throat himself and committed suicide, 
feeling of dishonour if hanged by British. He was the 
first martyr of freedom struggle in the Krishnagiri 
District, 

The agriculturists of Krishnagiri district were also 
exploited and humiliated by the British. The village 
revenue accountants, Kanakkar, collected more taxes 
than prescribed but receipts for payments were also not 
issued. The equal tax amount was demanded from the 
barren lands also. The takkavi loans sanctioned by the 
Government were not disbursed to the villagers. So, the 
farmers belong to Krishnagiri District shows their 
protest in an organised manner. Their primary 
grievances were proper measurement and survey of the 
land, fixation of land tax based on the quality of land, 
return of the excess taxes collected, and punishment of 
the erring accountants who ignored the interest of the 
farmers’. Matters regarding this, the farmers from 
Denkanikottai and Hosur were jointly organised a 
general body meeting of the farmers to discuss their 
issues and decided to send a representation committee 
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consisting of thirty in numbers to Madras. In Madras, 
+e committee of thirty members represented their 
on behalf of their to the 


Commissioner of Revenue in a peaceful manner. Instead 


erievances villages 
sf redress their grievances the British Government 
-eacted very sternly and arrested the thirty members 
ansympathetically. On hearing the news, thousands of 
ésrmers assembled in a place which is 10 miles away 
som Royakotta. Farmers demanded the release of 30 
members. The assembly of farmers refused to disperse. 
Many thousand more farmers were also joined the 
agitation. Mr.Cophen, Collector of Royakotta proposed 
co depute many battalions to take action against the 
agitating farmers. In the meanwhile, the imprisoned 30 
éarmers were released by the agitators, who were in 
possession of 150 country rifles, swords and arrows. But 
they did not indulge in any violence. The agitation 
spread to Palacode village and all the areas in and 
sround the Bara Mahal, and lasted till 1810A.D. This 
agrarian resentment in Krishnagiri region was 4 


significant factor in freedom struggle” 


The national movement in this district during the 
beginning of the 20" century witnessed by the ruling 
classes like Zamindars, pattadars and landlords. 
Prominent among them were C Rajagopalachariyar of 
Hosur, T.N.Tirupathi Gounder of Uthangarai, and 
Nagaraja Maniyakar of Kaveripattinam.They were 
inspired by the congress leaders and enrolled 
themselves as members of the Congress Party and 
organised agitations at coronation ground at 
Krishnagiriin 1911A.D. In this public gathering, they 
highlighted the cruelties of British Government and 
stressed the importance of the freedom from foreign 
yoke.They invited the State and Central leaders who 
actively took part in the freedom struggle and organised 
public meetings in Krishnagiri and Hosur areas. They 
also started Toddy Shop Picketing agitation and boycott 


of foreign goods movement in the same year. 


Dr.Annie Besant, Dr.Arundale and Mr.Wadia 
were arrested on 1916A.D for their participation in 
Home Rule agitations the landlords of Krishnagiri got 


infuriated and spread the message in every nook and 


comer of the district, prominent among them was 


C.Rajagopalachari of Hosur. 


Mr.Paranasudevayya, a leading Advocate of 
Krishnagiri was imprisoned at Vellore Jail for two 
months for his participation in the agitation. Likewise, 
GParthasarathy, Chennappa Reddiyar and a host of 
other patriots were imprisoned at Hosur Jail for three 
months. K.Muni Reddiyar did not like passive approach 
of moderates and joined with Indian National Congress 
in 1919A.D to pervade dynamic among the Satyagrahis. 
His violent approach was noted by the English people 
and he was imprisoned at Hosur and Denkanikotta jails 
for more than eight months, V.Venkata Reddiar and 
Shahib Shah of Hosur participated in Individual 
Satyagraha and imprisoned for three months at Hosur 
Jail, V.Thattacharya of Hosur and K.Thotti were 
imprisoned at Bellary and Hyderabad jails respectively 


for six months". 


Gandhiji’s | Non-Cooperation Movement on 
August 1920A.Dwas led by Rajaji at the state level, 
hestarted the agitationfrom Krishnagiri district along 
with the othersleaders of Tamil Nadu such as 
E.V.Ramasamy Naicker, Varadharajulu Naidu, Thiru. 
Vi Ka. Sathiyamoorthy and so on.They organised 
political meetings at the village level and spread the 
messages of freedom. M.Munusamy of Krishnagiri 
actively participated in the Non-Cooperation Movement 
and was supported by a large number of patriots from 
Krishnagiri District. M.Ramasamy of Kondampatty, 
R.Ramakrishnalyer, R.Sahib Mohammed Ibrahim, 
Bahdur Sahib, S. Nagaraja Manikarar and a number of 
Satyagrahis actively participated in Gandhiji’s Non- 
Cooperation Movement. Subsequently, Mahatma 
Gandhi announced the Boycott Movement, peoples 
boycotted schools, colleges, courts and refused to pay 
taxes..They were in the pole position in Boycott of 
foreign goods and Salt Satyagraha. The C oronation 
Ground, which is located at the heart of Krishnagiri 
town. betame the meeting place for all these patriots. 
The people of the district were unaware of these 
developments, and their activities were confined only to 
Kadhar dress and boycott of foreign goods. Only a 
selected small number of people took part in all the 
agitations and movements in response to the call of the 
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national leaders like Mahatma Gandhi. Therefore it was 
very easy for the British authorities to imprison them 
and suppress these agitations. Rajaji participated in the 
Non-Cooperation Movement in Madras and gave up his 
profession of lawyer”. 


Mahatma Gandhi visited Krishnagiri with his wife 
Kasturba on August 24, 1927, to create awareness 
among the villagers about Kadhar dress and to promote 
his boycott movement followed him by a vehicle 
carrying the propaganda of Kadhicloth’.The flood of 
people’s masses on the roadsides of Krishnagiri district 
welcomed Mahatma Gandhi with a red carpet, in a 
lively manner. Pattalam C hettiyar, a veteran Congress 
leader from Palacode near Dharmapuri and a patriotic 
singer, belong to Baradha Madha Bajan Society of 
Theerthagiri Mudaliar presented a garland to Mahatma. 
The latter saw a golden chain in the neck of Pattalam 
Chettiyar and asked him to present the same for the 
upliftment of women. Pattalam Chettiyar immediately 
presented the gold chain worth of 2.5 gold sovereign to 
Mahatma Gandhi 
acknowledged the receipt of the same with profound 


without any hesitation, who 


gratitude’. 


Mrs Ko.Ammayammal, 
R.Munusamy, Chettiyar of MegalalChinnampalli, 
R.RajaChettiyar of Dowladabad, from Krishnagiri 
district were actively took part in the Gandhiji’s Civil 
Disobedience Movement in 1930A.D and also in Quit 
India Movement. MrS.ChinnayaRaju of Krishnagir1, 
N.Mudaliyar of 
Penneswaramadam, R.Nagaraj of Dowladabad were 


MrPa.Arumugam, 


V.Desayee of Hosur, 
participated not only in the Civil Disobedience 
Movement but also in Individual Satyagraha and Toddy 
Shop Picketing. During the agitations in Krishnagiri, the 
procession started from Dowladabad and went around 
all the principal streets of Krishnagiri and finally 
reached Coronation Ground. The agitations were led by 
A. Raja Chettiyar and R.Nagarajan was arrested by the 
police and verdict with imprisonment at Hosur Jail by 
the Judicial Magistrate of Krishnagiri Adalat’. 


In the same way, K. Kanniah Naidu was also 
imprisonedfor seven months at Vellore and Kannanur 
Jail for their active participation in the Civil Obedience 


Movement. Mr.K.Kadhe Ramelu Naidu imprisoned at 
Cuddalore Jail for Toddy Shop Picketing campaign. 
K.§.Kanniah Raju, another activist in the freedom 
struggle was imprisoned at Vellore Jail for six months. 
R.Sama Rao, M.Thangavel were also forced to be in 


prison for six months’”. 


Krishnagiri district received a momentum in the 
Salt Satyagraha during freedom struggle in April 1930 
due to the eminent personality of MrC.Rajagopalachari, 
who led the movement from Tiruchirappalli to 
Vedaranyam along with a dedicated band of Congress 
cadres like K.Santhanam, VedaratnamPillai, 
Tmt.Lakshmipathi, DrT.S.S.Rajan etc., 
MrC.Rajagopalachari was hailed from a Village 
Thorapally in Hosur Taluk of Krishnagiri district and 
became a national leader as well as a successful 
statesman!!. Muniyappa Chettiyar of Krishnagiri district 
was imprisoned for six months at Madras Central Jail 
for his active participation in the Salt Satyagraha. 
J.Ramulu Iyer was sent to Madurai and then Kamanoor 
prison for one year for leading Salt Satyagraha and 
Toddy Shop Picketing Movements. N.Narasimha 
Rajuhad to undergo rigorous imprisonment in Madras, 
Vellore, Coimbatore and Cuddalore prisons for two and 
a half years. Correspondingly M.Nanju Reddiar, 
A.Shunmugam, A.Srinivasan, K.Sri Rama Raju were 
the prominent personalities of Krishnagiri district were 
arrested and imprisonment at Madras, Tiruchirappalli 
and Alipur Jails, by the British for their active 
involvement in the Salt Satyagraha, Toddy Shop 
Picketing and Individual Satyagraha””. 


There was a unique event in the annals of the role 
of Krishnagiri district in the freedom struggle, both 
Husband and wife named Mr.A.Annaji and Mrs 
A LalithaAnnaji were arrested and imprisoned at Trichy 
Central Jail for nine months for their active participation 
Individual Satyagraha’’.B.K.Devaraya of 
Mudhakanapalli was imprisonment at Vellore Jail for a 


in the 


month under the criminal Act Section 38(5) for 


participating in individual Satyagraha. Likewise, 
NKittayya and G.Kashmayya of Hosur were also 
imprisoned for a couple of months. They were arrested 
once again and imprisoned for nine months at Alipur 


jail for their participation in Quit India Movement’. 
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E.Venkatachalam was kept at Vellore jail for six 
weeks in 1930A.D'*for his participation in Toddy Shop 
PerumalChettiyar also 


Picketing. Likewise, was 


imprisoned for three weeks at Vellore in 1933A.D. 


S.Nagaraja Maniyakar, a postgraduate in 
Philosophy and native of Kaveripattinam, actively took 
part in the freedom struggle. He was taken into police 
custody and imprisoned for three months at Hosur Jail 
for his active participation in Individual Satyagraha and 
Quit India Movement.Another time he was kept in 
police custody for 27 days at Vellore for his 
involvement in Non-Cooperation Movement, Toddy 
Shop Picketing and Salt Satyagraha. When Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru visited Krishnagiri and delivered an 
eloquent speech at the public meeting at C oronation 
ground in Krishnagiri district during the general election 
campaign in 1937A.D, Congress leaders of Krishnagiri 
K.Venkatachari, T.Arumuga Chettiar and 


S.Nagaraja Maniyakkararhave arranged the meetings. 


district, 


Nehru’s speech was translated by MrSathyamoorthy in 
Tamil was one of the memorable events in the history of 
Krishnagiri district. 

The role of Krishnagiri district in Quit India 
Movement is also highly commendable. T.Balaraman of 
Chettiyar of Krishnagiri, 
K.Kempayya of Hosur, S.Nallaya of Krishnagiri, 


Jagadevi, T.Arumuga 
Rangasamy Machappa of Hosur, were some of the 
notable freedom fighters of Krishnagiri district who 
actively participated in the Quit India Movement. They 
suffered a lot and sacrificed their comforts. Balaraman 
was imprisoned at Salem jail for six months, 
ArumugaChettiyar in Alipur jail for eight 
months!°.S.Nallaya of Krishnagiri was imprisoned at 
Omalur jail for nine monthsfor his active participation 
in the Quit India Movement and Toddy Shop Picketing. 
Likewise,RangasamyMachappa of Hosur was 
imprisoned for his active association with freedom 


movement and imprisoned for 21 days'’. 


A.N.Nanjureddiyar of Achettipalli had to undergo 
rigorous imprisonment for three months in Hosur jail for 
his participation in Quit India Movement and Boycott of 
foreign goods. A.Vajjaralingam of Hosur was another 
famous freedom fighter of Krishnagiri district punished 


under the penal law section 38(5) and imprisoned at 
Alipur jail for one year. He was accompanied by his co- 
patriot MrDeivam of Kaveripattinam. It is noted he left 
the Indian National later 


Communist Party’®. 


Congress and joined 


The climate of this district, in general, was 
salubrious. The areas like Denkanikotta, Hosur, Thally, 
Krishnagiri etc., were very cool and pleasant. Therefore 
it was acted as rest houses for almost all British officers. 
It was also a strategic location for the western command 
of the army. Therefore even the slightest unrest was 
monitored very meticulously, and action was initiated 
immediately by the British Government, in such a 
situation, the freedom fighters of Krishnagiri district 
could achieve somethingsubstantively along with the 
national leaders. 


It is observed from the above matters, the masses 
of the Krishnagiri district started their resentment 
against the British atrocities from the 18" century in an 
unorganised manner and show their abhorrence through 
the revolt of farmers and try to remove their native land 
from the foreign yoke. The selfless sacrificed dedication 
of freedom fighters in Krishnagiri district along with the 
freedom fighters throughout India resulted in the 
deliverance of India from the British rule on 15™ August 
1947. 
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